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OR IN A NAFTA OR WTO MEMBER COUNTRY 
TO OVERCOME CITED PATENT OR PUBUCATION (37 C.F.R § L131) 

PURPOSE OF DECLARATION 

1 , This declaration is to establish completion of the invention of this application in the United States at a 
date prior to October 3, 2003, that is the effective date of the prior azt publication that was cited by 
the examiner. 

2, The persons making this declaration are the inventors. 
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FACTS AND DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

3 . As evidence of Ihe date of conception of the invention of this application, the following attached 
documoits and/or models are submitted as evidence: 

STATEMENT: I hereby state that conception of the invention in the above-identified patent apphcation 
was made prior to October 3, 2003, as supported by Exhibits A and B. Exhibit A, dated September 27, 
2003, show an email message fiom the inventors' agent to two of the inventors, where a draft of the 
application was attached. Exhibit B is a printout of tiiis draft patent application that was attached to the 
email message. I state that the concepts and features described in Exhibit B were conceived and discussed * 
by the inventors prior to October 3, 2003. 

EXHIBIT A: email message dated Sq)tember 21. 2003 from the inventors* agmt to two of the inventois. 

EXHIBIT B: draft of patent application and figures attached to the email message of exhibit A, sent 
September 27, 2003» 

Exhibit A demonstrates that a draft of ttie patent application was (w^epared and in the inventors' possession 
at least as early as September 27, 2003. Exhibit B demonstrates that the subject matter of claims 8-12. 15- 
17 and 20-24 of the present application were in the possession of the inventors at least as eariy as 
September 27, 2003. Particularly, the draft version of the patent application in Exhibit B is substantially 
similar to the patent application as filed. 

P. 16, claims 8-12 are identical to currently pending claims 8-12. 

P. 17, claims 15-17 are identical to currently pending claims 15-17. 

P. 18, claims 20-24 are identical to currently pending claims 20-24. 

From these Exhibits and statement, it can be seen that the invention claimed in the noted claims was made 
ptiot to October 3, 2003. 

DILIGENCE 

4. It is hereby declared that Applicants acted diligently up to reduction of practice or the filing date of 
the present patent application. 

TIME OF PKESENTATION OF THE DECLARATION 

5. This declaration is submitted prior to final rejection, or with a first or supplemcntaiy first reply after a 
final rejection for the purpose of overcoming a new ground of regection or requirement made by the 
examiner, in which case the declaration is considered timely and should be considered. See MPEP 
7l5.09(o). 
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